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RESOLUTION STATUS

Therese M. Terlaje Relative to expressing the gratitude of the people of Guam and | Liheslaturan 6/5/18 6/8/18 6/7/18
Thomas C. Ada Guéhan for the unselfish valorous and heroic act of Sergeant Major Juan Ogo Blaz, 2:29 p.m. 8:00 a.m. 11:12 am.
FRANK B. AGUON, JR. United States Army, during the War in Vietnam; to further recognizing him for his
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Joe S. San Agustin having been awarded the Distinguished Service Cross award.
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Relative to expressing the gratitude of the people of Guam and I Lifieslaturan Guihan for the
unselfish valorous and heroic act of Sergeant Major Juan Ogo Blaz, United States Army, during the
War in Vietnam; to further recognizing him for his professionalism, honor, courage, integrity,
commitment, and unselfish service to the United States of America and the Island of Guam; and to
further honoring him for having been awarded the Distinguished Service Cross award.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES OF 7 MINA'TRENTAI KUATTRO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN:

WHEREAS, dunng the War m Vietnam, the people of Guam provided over six thousand (6,%00) of her finest men in the \rmed Forces of the United States, the majoriy
cther were deatted or enlisted i the Unated States Army. Seventy-seven (77) were klled and many were wounded, physically and emononally, becommy casualues of the war,
and

WHEREAS, Scrgeant Major Juan Ogo Blaz is from Guam and would be classitied as Native American Pacific Islnder who served with Company A, 2d Battalion, 505
[ntantey, 3d Bagade, 821 Airborne Di , LS Aruw, at the barde of Dong Xoar, Republic f Vietaam, January I8, 1969, and was awarded the Distingushed Service Ceoss
(DSC) by Depanrment of the Army, Permanent Orders No. 87-8 on June 6, 1994, His citation Oillows:

“The Presideot of the U'nited States ot America, authorized by Act of Congress July 9, 1918 (amended by act of July 25, 1963, takes pleasuee in presentng the

Disunguished Service Cross to Sergeant Major (then Staff Sergeant) Juan Ogo Blaz (ASN: RA-20120951), United States Army, tor exteaordinan herosm in
¢ nvolving conflict with an armed hestile toree in the Republic of Vietoam, while serving with Company A, X1 Barcation, 3051
Infanuy, Daviston: Sergeant Major Blaz distinguished himself by exception alorous acuons on I8 Januan 1969, when bis unie

encounte y unit armed with AK 47 ritdes, light and heavy machine guns, hand grenades and RPG
dunng a he 1o which his platoon loider was injuced, rushing to dreag wounded soklics to safe n assault to wipe out an enems bunkee, In
the process, shrapacl pierced s right shoulder Minates later, his platoun was pinacd down by heavy machine-gun fire, and Scrgeant Major Blaz singh charged
acans a rvine (o silence the enemy weapon. He suffered anuther wound 1o his right shoulder, this time from an AK-47. But rathee than aceept medical teearment,
Sergeant Major Blaz again charged through the enenn’s positions. After LS. Cubry qunships fised rockers that missed theie targets, he eadioed the pilots and told
them that he'd cross the ravine and mark the enemy positions

crpeant Major Blaz wook command

©)

th smoke grenades. He performed two more salo charges 1 help the pilots see up aemat supporting @

tire betore allowing himself 10 be medevacked out. Sergeant Major Blaz's extranedinary: heroism and deve ion ta duty were i keeping with the highest aadigions ot

the military service and reflect greac credit upon himself, his unit, and the Enited States Amy”

WHEREAS, Scrgeant Major Blaz, in 2 vahant act of heroism, instantly exposed himselt witl out regards o his own personal safets 1o singularly charge and destros enemy @
©
9

bunhers that had been firmg at his umc and t mark the encmy’s position for the piluts providing yanship support. He was wounded twice, once by sheapnel and againwhen a
bullet trom an AK 47 nitle pierced through s shoulder Despite the severity of his wounds, he cefused nedicat treatment and conuned 1 direct fire agamst the eneniy unul
all were destroved thus saving the lives of mamy soldiers in his platoon. Through his extraor finary initiative, outstanding leaderstup acumen, and inspiting valor above and
berond the call of duty 1n the face of almost certamn death, he saved his comeades from serious ing
gallantry and fearlessness at the ok of bis Iife were above and bevend the call of du

WHEREAS, the National Defense Authorization et (NDAA) 2017 (Public Law 114-328) diccers the Seerctary of cach nulitan department o conduct 1 seview of the
service records of certan eligible veterans of the Korean and Victnam Wars who are of Asian American or Nag
the Disunguished Service Cross, the Navy Cross, or the Air Foree Cross. [n those ases where the Seer v eoncerned dereanines that the service records ot those veterans
support the award of the Medal of Honor, the NDAA 2017 waives the statutory time limitations for award of the Medak and

WHEREAS, the Native Ameacan Pacific Programs At 1974 42 U.8.C. §2992¢(0)) detines Native American Pacitic fshander as an indiid. al who 1s mdigenous wa U S
terntory or possession i the Pacific Ocean, and includes such individuals while residing in the |

WHEREAS, Sergeant Mayjor juan Ogo Blaz meets the prerequisites in the NDAN 201
consuleration far the Medal of Honor award; now therefc re, be it

RESOLVED, that the Committee vo Rules ot 1 Mine' Trentai Kudttr Na V dhestaturan Guniban does hevchy, on behal€ of £ 8shes turan Cuaban and the prople ot Guam,
express the pratcude of the people of Guam and 1 Libeslaturun Guiban for the unseliish valorous and heroie ace of Sergeant Major Juan Ogo Blaz, Unded States Aran, duning
the Waria Viemany; does further recogmise lum for his protessionalism, honor, courage, integrin, conmmrment, and unselfish servce o the Umited States of Amerrca and the
Iskand of Guam; does further honor him for having been awacded the Distinguished Seeviee Cransg and docs turther anuapate expe hnous convderanon o Sergeant Major
Juan Ogo Blaz tor the Medal of Honor pursuant wo the NDAA 2017; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Speaker and the Chaieperson of the Committee on Rules certify, and the Lognhione Secretan arrest 1o, the adopuon hereof, and thae copies of the
same b thereafter tramitted 10 Sergeant Major Juan Oyo Blaz; w the Acmy Hu I
Howse of Representatne Amied Services Commiteee and all members of the U.S
of Congress, LS. House of Representanves; and 1o the Honorable Edward §.B. .

juny amkl possible loss of Iife, and defeated the eacon. His ConspIEuOus
ad apl ehd the highest traditions of the Uoted States Aemy, and

Amurican Pacitic [shnd duscent and were previoush awarded

andd the Native American Pacific Program Aar tor expeditad review and

Resources Command, w the Secretans ot the U S, Aemy; wall membees of the U,
“ommittee on Naved Seeviees, w the Hororable Madeleme 7. Bordallo, Member
o, L Mz laben Guidun

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES OF 7 MINA‘ TRENTAI KUATTRO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHANON THE 71 DAY

OF JUNE 2018. -
2EC. 20

THOMAS C. ADA
Acting Chairpersan, C
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OFFICE OF THE VICE SPEAKER
THERESE M. TERLAJE
Chairperson of the Committee
On Culture and Justice

I Mina'trentai Kuattro na Liheslaturan Guéhan
34" Guam Legislature

June 5, 2018

MEMORANDUM

TO: All Honorable Senators

FROM: Vice Speaker Therese M. Terlaje
SUBJECT:  Resolution Presentation

Buenas yan Hafa Adai!

Your presence is kindly requested at the presentation of Resolutions No. 450-34 (COR)
through 455-34 (COR), sponsored by Therese M. Terlaje, Thomas C. Ada, FRANK B.
AGUON, JR., Fernando Esteves, Telena Cruz Nelson, Joe S. San Agustin and Dennis G.
Rodriguez, Jr.

Resolution No. 450-34 (COR) “ Relative to expressing the gratitude of the people of
Guam and [ Liheslaturan Guéhan for the unselfish valorous and heroic act of Command
Sergeant Major Martin Ada Manglona, United States Army, during the War in Vietnam;
to further recognizing him for his professionalism, honor, courage, integrity, commitment
and unselfish service to the United States of America and the Island of Guam; and to
further honoring him for having been awarded the Distinguished Service Cross award.”

Resolution No. 451-34 (COR) “Relative to expressing the gratitude of the people of
Guam and [ Liheslaturan Guéhan for the unselfish valorous and heroic act of Sergeant
Major Juan Ogo Blaz, United States Army, during the War in Vietnam; to further
recognizing him for his professionalism, honor, courage, integrity, commitment and
unselfish service to the United States of America and the Island of Guam; and to further
honoring him for having been awarded the Distinguished Service Cross award.”

Resolution No. 452-34 (COR) “ Relative to expressing posthumously the gratitude of
the people of Guam and / Liheslaturan Gudhan for the unselfish valorous and heroic act
of Sergeant First Class Vicente T. Dydasco, United States Army, during the War in
Vietnam,; to recognizing him posthumously for his professionalism, honor, courage,
integrity, commitment and unselfish service to the United States of America and the

Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagatia, Guam 96910
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Island of Guam; and to further honoring him posthumously for having been awarded the
Distinguished Service Cross award.”

Resolution No. 453-35(COR) “ Relative to expressing posthumously the gratitude of the
people of Guam and / Liheslaturan Gudhan for the unselfish valorous and heroic act of
Staff Sergeant Enrique C. Cruz, United States Army, during the War in Vietnam; to
further recognizing him posthumously for his professionalism, honor, courage, integrity,
commitment and unselfish service to the United States of America and the Island of
Guam; and to further honoring him posthumously for having been awarded the
Distinguished Service Cross award.”

Resolution No. 454-34 (COR) “ Relative to expressing posthumously the gratitude of
the people of Guam and I Liheslaturan Guahan for the unselfish valorous and heroic act
of Staff Sergeant Tomas Garcia Reyes, United States Army, during the War in Vietnam;
to further recognizing him posthumously for his professionalism, honor, courage,
integrity, commitment and unselfish service to the United States of America and the
Island of Guam; and to further honoring him posthumously for having been awarded the
Distinguished Service Cross award.”

Resolution No. 455-34 (COR) “ Relative to expressing posthumously the gratitude of
the people of Guam and / Liheslaturan Gudhan for the unselfish valorous and heroic act
of Specialist Fourth Class Joseph Meno Perez, United States Army, during the War in
Vietnam; to further recognizing him posthumously for his professionalism, honor,
courage, integrity, commitment and unselfish service to the United States of America and
the Island of Guam; and to further honoring him posthumously for having been awarded
the Distinguished Service Cross award.”

DATE: Monday, June 11, 2018
TIME: 9:00 p.m.
PLACE: Guam Congress Building Public Hearing Room

CC:  Clerks
MIS
Sergeant-At-Arms
Protocol

Si Yu'os Ma'4se'

%__—h
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I MINA'TRENTAI KUATTRO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN
2018 (SECOND) Regular Session

Resolution No. 451-34 (COR)

Introduced by: Therese M. Terlaje
Thomas C. Ada
FRANK B. AGUON, JR.
Fernando Barcinas Esteves
Telena Cruz Nelson
Joe S. San Agustin
Dennis G. Rodriguez, Jr.
William M. Castro
B.J.F. Cruz
James V. Espaldon
Régine Biscoe Lee
Tommy Morrison
Louise B. Mufia
Michael F.Q. San Nicolas
Mary Camacho Torres

Relative to expressing the gratitude of the people of Guam
and I Liheslaturan Gudhan for the unselfish valorous and
heroic act of Sergeant Major Juan Ogo Blaz, United States
Army, during the War in Vietham; to further recognizing
him for his professionalism, honor, courage, integrity,
commitment, and unselfish service to the United States of
America and the Island of Guam; and to further honoring
him for having been awarded the Distinguished Service
Cross award.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES OF I
MINA'TRENTAI KUATTRO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN:

WHEREAS, during the War in Vietnam, the people of Guam provided over six
thousand (6,000) of her finest men in the Armed Forces of the United States, the
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majority either were drafted or enlisted in the United States Army. Seventy-seven (77)
were killed and many were wounded, physically and emotionally, becoming casualties
of the war; and
WHEREAS, Sergeant Major Juan Ogo Blaz is from Guam and would be
classified as Native American Pacific Islander who served with Company A, 2d
Battalion, 505" Infantry, 3d Brigade, 82d Airborne Division, US Army, at the battle of
Dong Xoai, Republic of Vietnam, J anuary 18, 1969, and was awarded the Distinguished
Service Cross (DSC) by Department of the Army, Permanent Orders No. 87-8 on June
6, 1994. His citation follows:
“The President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of
Congress July 9, 1918 (amended by act of July 25, 1963), takes pleasure in
presenting the Distinguished Service Cross to Sergeant Major (then Staff
Sergeant) Juan Ogo Blaz (ASN: RA-20120951), United States Army, for
extraordinary heroism in connection with military operations involving conflict
with an armed hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam, while serving with
Company A, 2d Battalion, 505" Infantry, 3d Brigade, 82d Airborne Division.
Sergeant Major Blaz distinguished himself by exceptionally valorous actions on
18 January 1969, when his unit encountered an enemy unit armed with AK-47
rifles, light and heavy machine guns, hand grenades and RPG-7 rocket launchers.
Sergeant Major Blaz took command during a fierce firefight in which his platoon
leader was injured, rushing to drag wounded soldiers to safety and leading an
assault to wipe out an enemy bunker. In the process, shrapnel pierced his right
shoulder. Minutes later, his platoon was pinned down by heavy machine-gun fire,
and Sergeant Major Blaz singly charged across a ravine to silence the enemy

weapon. He suffered another wound to his right shoulder, this time from an AK-
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47. But rather than accept medical treatment, Sergeant Major Blaz again charged
through the enemy’s positions. After U.S. Cobra gunships fired rockets that
missed their targets, he radioed the pilots and told them that he’d cross the ravine
and mark the enemy positions with smoke grenades. He performed two more solo
charges to help the pilots set up aerial supporting fire before allowing himself to
be medevacked out. Sergeant Major Blaz’s extraordinary heroism and devotion
to duty were in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and
reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army.”
WHEREAS, Sergeant Major Blaz, in a valiant act of heroism, instantly exposed
himself without regards to his own personal safety to singularly charge and destroy
enemy bunkers that had been firing at his unit and to mark the enemy’s position for the
pilots providing gunship support. He was wounded twice, once by shrapnel and
againwhen a bullet from an AK-47 rifle pierced through his shoulder. Despite the
severity of his wounds, he refused medical treatment and continued to direct fire against
the enemy until all were destroyed thus saving the lives of many soldiers in his platoon.
Through his extraordinary initiative, outstanding leadership acumen, and inspiring valor
above and beyond the call of duty in the face of almost certain death, he saved his
comrades from serious injury and possible loss of life, and defeated the enemy. His
conspicuous gallantry and fearlessness at the risk of his life were above and beyond the
call of duty and upheld the highest traditions of the United States Army; and
WHEREAS, the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) 2017 (Public
Law 114-328) directs the Secretary of each military department to conduct a review of
the service records of certain eligible veterans of the Korean and Vietnam Wars who
are of Asian American or Native American Pacific Island descent and were previously

awarded the Distinguished Service Cross, the Navy Cross, or the Air Force Cross. In
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those cases where the Secretary concerned determines that the service records of those
veterans support the award of the Medal of Honor, the NDAA 2017 waives the statutory
time limitations for award of the Medal; and

WHEREAS, the Native American Pacific Programs Act 1974 (42 U.S.C.
§2992¢(6)) defines Native American Pacific Islander as an individual who is indigenous
to a U.S. territory or possession in the Pacific Ocean, and includes such individuals
while residing in the U.S.; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Major Juan Ogo Blaz meets the prerequisites in the
NDAA 2017 and the Native American Pacific Program Act for expedited review and
consideration for the Medal of Honor award; now therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the Committee on Rules of I Mina'Trentai Kudttro Na
Liheslaturan Gudhan does hereby, on behalf of I Liheslaturan Guéhan and the people
of Guam, express the gratitude of the people of Guam and I Likeslaturan Guahan for
the unselfish valorous and heroic act of Sergeant Major Juan Ogo Blaz, United States
Army, during the War in Vietnam; does further recognize him for his professionalism,
honor, courage, integrity, commitment, and unselfish service to the United States of
America and the Island of Guam; does further honor him for having been awarded the
Distinguished Service Cross; and does further anticipate expeditious consideration of
Sergeant Major Juan Ogo Blaz for the Medal of Honor pursuant to the NDAA 2017;
and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Speaker and the Chairperson of the Committee on Rules
certify, and the Legislative Secretary attest to, the adoption hereof, and that copies of
the same be thereafter transmitted to Sergeant Major Juan Ogo Blaz; to the U.S. Army
Human Resources Command; to the Secretary of the U.S. Army; to all members of the

U.S. House of Representative Armed Services Committee and all members of the U.S.



1 Senate Committee on Armed Services; to the Honorable Madeleine Z. Bordallo,
2 Member of Congress, U.S. House of Representatives; and to the Honorable Edward J.B.
3 Calvo, I Maga'léhen Gudhan.

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES OF
I MINA'TRENTAI KUATTRO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN ON THE 7™ DAY
OF JUNE 2018.

~~ /BEXJAMIN J'¥. CRUZ THOMAS C. ADA
Speaker Acting Chairperson, Committee on Rules

DENNISA%UEZ, JR.

Acting Legislative Secretary
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Resolution No. 451-34 (COR) —Therese M. Terlaje, Thomas C. Ada, FRANK B. AGUON, JR., Fernando
Esteves, Telena Cruz Nelson, Joe S. San Agustin, Dennis G. Rodriguez, Jr. — “Relative to expressing the
gratitude of the people of Guam and I Liheslaturan Guéhan for the unselfish valorous and heroic act of
Sergeant Major Juan Ogo Blaz, United States Army, during the War in Vietnam; to further recognizing him
for his professionalism, honor, courage, integrity, commitment, and unselfish service to the United States of
America and the Island of Guam; and to further honoring him for having been awarded the Distinguished
Service Cross award.”
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